
Welcome Back for Term 2

Welcome back students and families for what is going to be another busy and exciting term of
musical education and experiences at the Gunnedah Conservatorium. I say welcome back but it
seems as though we didn’t really pause for the holidays with students attending the Youth Choir
Workshop Week throughout the first week which culminated in a wonderful concert on Pensioner’s
Hill on the Sunday before ANZAC Day. We even ended up on the front page of the Namoi Valley
Independent.
 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind families of our payment and missed lessons policies.
Payment is due in advance of lessons and we would appreciate swift payment of accounts. In
relation to missed lessons. Please contact the office on 6742 3998 as soon as possible and at
least 24-hours before if a student is going to miss a lesson. If this condition is met a make-up can
be arranged. Credits are issued at the teacher’s discretion and normally only in the case of teacher
absence.
 
I would encourage you to get involved and support the activities we are offering at your
Conservatorium this term.
 
Kind regards, Rebecca Ryan
Director

DON’T MISS 
EMMA PASK
Vocalist
The Civic, 7:30pm Friday 4 May

We are extremely excited to be presented the talented jazz singer Emma Pask in an intimate
concert at The Civic. Get up close and personal with award winning vocalist Emma Pask.
Over the last 20 years Pask has firmly established herself as one of Australia’s favourite voices in
Jazz. Her talent was first spotted by multi instrumentalist James Morrison during one of his regular
visits to high schools when she was just 16 years old. Emma first sang with James’ band that night
and their musical collaboration has continued to entertain audiences nationally and internationally
over the past 20 years.
 
“It is really interesting that Emma was spotted by James Morrison in a student workshop because
we are offering Gunnedah students the opportunity to participate in a workshop with Emma Pask,”
said Director Rebecca Ryan.
“The workshop will be from 3:30pm on Friday and our teacher Jamie Brown will be playing piano
for the workshop. It is just a great opportunity for students to learn some tricks of the trade from
one of the industry’s best ahead of the Gunnedah Eisteddfod and other local events.”
The cost of the workshop and concert is $30 for students. Tickets for the event are all within the
range of $25-30.



 
“Whilst it’s fashionable to be a jazz singer these days, she’s the real thing…”
– James Morrison AM
  
 Tickets are available at TRYBOOKING HERE
 

 
  
Tickets for Chicago are now SOLD OUT! Thankyou to all those who have purchased their tickets.
If you have missed out please give us a call as we do have a 'waiting list'.
Another way to see Chicago is to be involved in Chicago. We are looking for some supporters of
the Conservatorium to assist with back stage and front of house roles. Back stage roles are best
suited to those who can commit to all shows while there will be a roster for front of house roles. If
you are interest and would like more information please call Rebecca Ryan 0414 805 176 to
discuss as soon as possible.
 
 

http://www.gunnedahconservatorium.com.au/linkviews/index?link=aHR0cDovL3d3dy50cnlib29raW5nLmNvbS8zNjY5ODg,&newsletter_mail_id=58


 
 

Our Community Orchestra is now up and running On Thursdays at 6.30PM, if you play and
instrument and would like to get involved please pop into the Conservatorium to complete a
registration form or fill out our online form here. This is a wonderful opportunity to get back into
playing, and is a lot of fun!

Over the last six months a number of our students have completed their musicianship exams
online with EXCELLENT results. All students have received marks in the high 80s and 90s which
equates to a Pass with Honours. AMEB have updated the online exam centre and it is now even
easier to sit practice and final exams. 

Joel Pickett is now teaching dedicated Musicianship Class as the following times:

Musicianship 1 Wednesday 4.30-5.15pm
Musicianship 2 Wednesday 5.15-6.00pm and Saturday 10.15-11am
Fee: $100 per term.
 

Music Theory teaches the elements that construct a piece of music, including notation, key
signatures, time signatures and chord progressions. If you are studying an instrument,
Musicianship classes as the Con will help you to have a clear understanding of how pieces are
constructed and help you to learn them faster. Learning to recognise patterns and harmonic
landmarks in the piece will assist in memorisation. 

Theory clasese are also an essential part of AMEB exams. In order to receive a certificate for
instrumental study from Grade 6 or above, the student must have completed an AMEB theory
exam and achieved a mark of 65% at grade 3 level. 

If you able to attend one of the designated group lesson times, students may need to consider
extending their weekly lesson time to incorporate designated time to cover this essential element
of their study. 
Call 6742 3998 to book your place in these classes. 

http://www.gunnedahconservatorium.com.au/linkviews/index?link=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJ5Ym9va2luZy5jb20vMzczODQyJTIw&newsletter_mail_id=58
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StringMania Music Camp 

'Stringmania is a celebration and exploration of the traditional arts-music, dance, language,
and song-set in the beautiful Yarra Valley of Australia'.

Over the years we have welcomed the wonderful chamber trio, The String Contingent, to
Gunnedah on several occasions. Chris Stone from the String Contingent is a driving force behind
StringMania and we are delighted to share this information about the event coming up later in the
year.

Stringmania is a meeting point for musicians that are passionate or curious about traditional
music. It aims to nuture the development of our voices as people and musicians, by looking deep
ino the rich music traditions from around the world, into the idea of Australian musical identity, and
into the future of string playing in Australia. It's a camp for people who value the support and
enrichment of an open minded, tolerant community. 

Inspired and directed by internationally renowned fiddler and educator Alasdair Fraser,
Stringmania follows in the tradition of his hugely popular and influential music camps like Valley of
the Moon in California, Crisol de Ceurda in Spain, Skye Fliddle Camp in Scotland and more.
StringMania mirrors the four principals taught to us by Gina Williams at the first Stringmania: Koort
(heart), Moort (family), Boodja (land), and Koorlangka (children and legacy). Through these
principals, we aim to respect and value our cultural diversity, to build bridges through our music,
strengthen roots in our musical traditions, and inspire courage and pride in Australian string music
of the future.
 

All ages and musical abilities are welcome, as Stringmania is a village not a school! Its not a
prescriptive course; bring your questions, needs, strengths, fears and hopes to camp and choose
your own musical adventure. You will be surrounded by other eager and passional musicians, all
seeking out their own answers, and supporting you to find yours.
Leading the way will be some of the deepest thinkers, acclaimed performers, respected educators
and passionate activists in music out there in the vernacular/folk/trad/world/acoustic music scene.

COME AND SHARE YOUR VOICE WITH STRINGMANIA!

This will be a wonderful opportunity for students of the conservatorium to expand their
knowledge and skills, there are also scholarships available. Stringmania will be held at
Arrabri Lodge in the Beautiful Yarra valley 80km East of Melbourne. The camp will run
from September 30th- October 7th 2018. For futher information or registration please go to
the string mania website here. 
 
If you have any questions regarding anything in the newsletter please contact us at the
Con, and don't forget to follow us on Facebook to keep updated! 
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