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 Chair’s 
Report 

 
It has been a privilege to be the Chair of the Gunnedah Conservatorium over the last 12 months. I 
appreciate the trust the Board, Management, Staff and the Gunnedah community have placed in 
me. 

In making an annual report, it is always best to start with the mission of the organisation. What is it 
we are trying to accomplish at the Con? 

“To provide access to quality experiences and learning opportunities in music and the performing 
arts, for communities across the Northwest.” 

This has been exemplified by the wide variety of ways in which people from across the region can 
experience music through the con. From early childhood classes, the choirs, ensembles, the many 
student concerts, having the Con’s teachers in our district schools, a multitude of different 
instrument lessons and the opportunity for people to see some of the great music the con brings to 
Gunnedah. I’m sure each of you remember a performance as a stand-out from the year, and that is 
the inspiration all of us involved with the Con want to bring to Gunnedah. My favourite moment of 
the year was Tim Hanson at the Variety Gala singing about spiders! 

Apart from the ongoing governance role the Board plays, the main focus of the Board this year was 
supporting Rebecca in developing the Triennial funding application. The main funding of the Con 
comes from the NSW Department of Education which has moved to a three-year funding cycle. This 
application involved a strategic plan facilitated by very capable consultants, and the formulation of 
a business plan to meet the strategy. The funding has been awarded and both documents are 
guides for our 25 – 28 activities. 

The challenges for the next year include continuing the never-ending recruitment drive for teachers 
(if you know someone who can help, please do get in contact), ensuring our relationship with 
Council works for Gunnedah as the new Cultural Precinct develops and as with all organisations 
these days, making sure the books balance. 

The Con has lots of cool stuff – as a musician I always like musical instruments. But the heart of the 
Con is our People. As has been the case for many years, Rebecca has been the bedrock. A special 
thanks to Rebecca and the work she puts in. It is always dangerous to make special mentions, but 
to Dom and Meg who are moving on, on behalf of the Board you have our thanks for your work 
over the years. To my fellow Board members, thanks for your help. Jenny Hewitt will be leaving the 
Board – thanks for your help this year. I look forward to working with the remainder of the Board 
and some new members in the next year. 

To all who contribute to the Gunnedah Conservatorium, thank you. 

anthony bishop 
CHAIR 2024/25  
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 Director’s  
Report 

 
As we gather for this year’s AGM, it’s timely to acknowledge a significant milestone: the successful 
completion of our 2022–2025 Strategic Plan. Over the past three years, Gunnedah Conservatorium 
has delivered on its key objectives with purpose and passion, strengthening our role in the 
community and expanding access to music education and performance. This year, we’ve taken time 
to reflect on those achievements and engage deeply in planning for the next chapter. Our new 
Strategic Plan, shaped through consultation and collaboration, sets a clear and ambitious direction 
for the next three years — one that builds on our strengths and responds to the evolving needs of 
our region. 

Our figures for our reporting year, July 2024 to June 2025, speak for themselves: 

• 3902 audience members attended events Gunnedah Conservatorium contributed to, 
sponsored, presented or produced. 

• 912 preschool children attended a music lesson either at Gunnedah Conservatorium, in the 
community or at their preschool. This represents a high proportion of the local population 
under the age of 5 having a weekly music lesson. 

• 44 performances were delivered by the Gunnedah Conservatorium at locations across the 
Gunnedah Shire Local Government Area 

• Over the period we averaged 158 students attending individual or group lessons each week 
at Gunnedah Conservatorium 

• Almost 1000 public school students participated in music activities delivered by Gunnedah 
Conservatorium 

We contributed to the local economy through: 
• $400,000 in wages 
• $100,000 to local suppliers for promotional material, catering, accommodation, event spaces, 

stationery 
• $22,000 in scholarships 

 
We successfully applied for Triennium Funding from the NSW Department of Education through the 
Regional Conservatoriums Grants Program  
 
In delivering our program there continue to be challenges including: 

• The rising cost of venue hire for the Cultural Precinct, including the Town Hall, specifically 
the introduction of weekend levies. 

• Finalising a Memorandum of Understanding with Gunnedah Shire Council in relation to 
current usage and implications of the Cultural Precinct Masterplan. 

• Managing red tape associated with community events; and 
• Appropriate acknowledgement of the important role we play in making Gunnedah a great 

place to live! 
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I would like to thank and acknowledge all the teaching staff for their dedication and commitment to 
Gunnedah Conservatorium throughout the year, and to the Administration Team for matching that 
commitment and passion. 
 
As we close out this reporting year, I want to acknowledge the collective effort that has brought us to 
this point — the final year of our 2022–2025 Strategic Plan. It’s been a time of growth, learning, and 
deep community connection. I’m proud of what we’ve achieved and grateful for the people who made 
it possible. With our new Strategic Plan now in place, we look ahead with clarity and optimism, ready to 
embrace the next three years with renewed energy and purpose. Together, we’ll continue to build a 
vibrant, inclusive arts community that reflects the heart of Gunnedah. 
 
 
rebecca ryan 
DIRECTOR GUNNEDAH CONSERVATORIUM 
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 Student 
Achievement 

 
AMEB (NSW) Results 
Exam period July – August 2024 
 

Student AMEB Exam Result 
Liana Burwood Online Musicianship 3rd Grade 65/100 P 
Liana Burwood Piano Comprehensive G4 A 
Bobbi Crane Piano Comprehensive Prelim B+ 
Charlotte Duncan Piano Comprehensive G1 C 
Lucy Furner Piano Comprehensive (Solo)G6 C+ 
Lucy Furner Singing Comprehensive G3 A 
Cooper Galton Piano Leisure Repertoire G3 A 
Dominic Goodwin-Hauck * Musical Theatre Comprehensive Cert of 

Performance 
A 

Ava Harley Piano Comprehensive Prelim C+ 
Eliijah Hartberg Piano Leisure Prelim B+ 
Kierana Maheswari Piano Leisure Video Repertoire G4  B 
Annabelle Mitchell Musical Theatre Comprehensive G1 A+ 
Hayley Munro Singing Repertoire G8 B+ 
Daniel Piper Rockschool Acoustic Guitar Grade 2 Merit 
Luke Piper Piano Leisure G3  A 
Elvy Pratten Piano Leisure Repertoire G2 A 
Jessica Swain Piano Leisure Repertoire G2 B+ 
Isla Volkofsky Musical Theatre Comprehensive G2 B 
Rebecca Volkofsky * Musical Theatre Comprehensive G3 C+ 
Rebecca Volkofsky * Piano Comprehensive G3 C+ 
Beatrix Volkofsky Piano Comprehensive Prelim  A 

* Denotes adult learner 
 

 Chair Anthony Bishop with 
AMEB award recipients, from left, 
Daniel Piper, Luke Piper and Liana 
Burwood 
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Gondwana National Choral School Program 
Students Selected or the National Choral School  
Hayley Munro 
Lily Tibbett 
Lucy Furner 

 
Lily Tibbett, left, Hayley Munroe and Lucy Furner 
 
Report by Lily Tibbett 2025 Gondwana National Choral School Participant 

I think it is safe to say Hayley, Lucy and me (Lily) had an amazing time at Gondwana National Choral 
School in January. 

We stayed at The Women's College with 200 other choristers from around the country. 

On the day we arrived, we were given a coloured shirt with a small Gondwana logo on the front and 
writing on the back, a folder of music and a room key. There were two buildings - Main Building and 
the Langley Building. Kids who are 12-or-under stayed in the Main Building and 13-and-over stayed 
in Langley. We each had a floor supervisor. 

There were four choirs, Novus, Voices, Singers and Chorale. Lucy and I were in Novus and Hayley's 
was in Gondwana Singers. We all sang amazing songs with our choirs. For the song Following The 
Sky, all four choirs sang together, and the composer conducted us all. We performed at the Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music. 

Lucy and I had a rest day for our choir. We had a late breakfast, so we got a sleep in, and then two 
rehearsals. After you could be signed out by a parent to have a family day, stay at the college or go 
to the shops with a small group of people. We had a movie night where we watched Shrek 2 and 
people dressed in Shrek shirts and pants and called themselves the Shrek group. 
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On the last night after the big show, we had a party with Domino’s pizza and fizzy drinks. When 
everyone got here, we had a dance party, it was by far one of the funnest things ever! 

Our experience at Gondwana National Choir was amazing and I will definitely audition for it next 
year. It was amazing to meet new people, make new friends and sing new songs. We have made 
amazing memories and wish to relive it again and again. 

Gondwana National Choral School is held in Sydney each January. 

Moorambilla Voices 
 Gunnedah hosted a successful community workshop for Moorambilla Voices. More than 
25 students attended the workshop in the Gunnedah Town Hall. Moorambilla Artistic 
Director Michelle Leonard is pictured addressing the workshop. 

 
 
Students offered places at the intensive camps in August: 
Scarlett, Phoebe & Polly Schultz 
Chloe Fincham 
Katrina Martin 
Axel Rankmore 
Patience Melhuish 
Kenzie Stonham 
Annabelle Goldrick 
 
In addition, we are aware the following Conservatorium students were offered places through 
school visits: 
Annabelle Mitchell 
Blake Woods 
Angus Johns  
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Program 
Highlights 

July 2024: I Will Tell You My Story 
Successful delivery of multidisciplinary visual and performing arts school holiday program in 
partnership with Gunnedah Shire Council. The five-day program was targeted at students 12+, 
allowing for some younger students to also attend and participate in the activities. Engagement 
across the five days was good. 

Commencement of planning for Youth Band activation was incorporated into the program. 

 Songwriting, composing with ukulele and
drums.
Lucy Furner, left, Annabelle Mitchell, Patience
Melhuish with teacher Dominic Goodwin Hauck
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 Simple film development

Students worked with Phoebe Neill and visiting 
artists to script and film simple story ideas. 
These were screened for family and friends 
during the program showcase. 

 Still Life

Students worked with artist Fonda Shae to 
develop still life painting skills. This workshop 
was well received and popular with primary 
school students. 

September 2024: Musica Viva Visting Artist Women of Song
 During a
workshop at
Gunnedah High
School, students
worked with
Jessie Lloyd to
choreograph
actions to
accompany a song
explaining the
colours and
symbolism of the
Aboriginal Flag.
The students then
passed this
knowledge to
students at
Gunnedah South
PS
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Women of Song at the Civic was well received by the audience. From left Jessie Lloyd, Merindi
Schreiber, Dyagyla and guest accompanist/ digeridoo Jack Hickey. Following the performance at
the Civic, Gunnedah Conservatorium organised for Dyagula and Jack Hickey to return and perform
for Gunnedah’s NAIDOC Celebrations.

Rating: Outstanding 
Audience Feedback: 
Interactive, amazing singing, very entertaining 
Wonderful entertainment 

Rating: Excellent 
Audience Feedback: 
It was absolutely amazing to hear songs sung in another language and the wonderful stories told by 
each singer 
Loved it all, cultural awareness, amazing voices, music and teaching people, and loved and national 
song and dance. 

September 2024: She Sings, Gunnedah Band Hall 

 Gunnedah Conservatorium student and electric guitarist Haylee Turner joined Lucy
Ravenswood on stage for She Sings at the Gunnedah Band Hall
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October: School Holiday Workshops 
Our workshops gave students an opportunity to extend themselves and stretch their skills beyond 
music through three special workshops: 

• A Young Creative’s Guide to Social Media
• A Young Creative’s Guide to Brand
• Presenting Yourself as an Artist.

Students learned form the best and developed skills they could put straight into practice. 

November: Gunnedah Meets the Hot Potato Band 
And the crowd went wild! School workshops, community concerts, Gunnedah could not get 
enough of the Hot Potato Band. 

November: Theatre Making Workshop with Tim Hansen 
Theatre making workshop with Tim Hansen
attended by senior students and teachers lay the
groundwork for the Gunnedah VARIETY Hour which
was presented at The Civic in January. Community
performers joined with workshop participants to
create a local night of theatre which was a great hit
with the local crowd.
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December: Christmas Pantomime, Carols, End of Year Celebrations 
Always a busy time at Gunnedah Conservatorium, throughout December Gunnedah 
Conservatorium students and staff were involved in many end of year performances and 
community events. 

The Christmas Musical. “Has Anybody Seen Santa?” provided a fun end to the year for the 
members of the Junior Musical Performance Group with Meg Clowes and Dominic Goodwin-Hauck 
successfully taking on leadership of the group. 

January: Music with Meg at Gunnedah Library 
Following the success of Music with Meg in the park in October, we took music to the library in 
January. 

During January 2025 we offered to present 
Music with Meg at the Gunnedah Shire Library 
for 30 minutes every Wednesday morning. 
Gunnedah Conservatorium looked after the 
program and all publicity, while the library was 
responsible for arranging and managing the 
space. The program was an exceptional success, 
flowing on to other Library programs. 

During planning library staff had said, January is 
always quiet in the library, and they were not 
quite ready with more than 70 participants 
arriving for the first session! The Following 
sessions had an average of 60 attendees, and 
they were better prepared, with Meg sitting at 
the angle of an L-shape, so she could be seen by 
more people and the library organising seating 
for adults and pram parking. 

This was a great event - 40 new members 
joined the library during January, and the library 
staff reported some attendees had never been 
to the town library before! 
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January: The Gunnedah VARIETY Hour 

Pictured clockwise from above, 
Guitarist Dominic Goodwin-
Hauck, Kaitlyn MacAulay 
performers the opening 
number, Thomas and Emily 
Meura “Frozen” parody.

February: Jane Rutter & Louise Johnson 
We opened our 2025 performance program with well received concert featuring Jane Rutter (flute) and 
Louise Johnson (harp). In partnership with Hunter Conservatorium, we presented a recital in Quirindi at the 
Anglican Church, followed by a Sunday afternoon recital in Gunnedah. The Sunday recital was well-received 
in Gunnedah and there was a large attendance. The program was well received and popular. 
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March: Nick Russoniello 
Loops fascinated and Nick Russoniello presented a masterclass and a well-received concert at The 
Civic. 

 
 
April: Piallaway Hall 
Strong engagement with the community and regional partners during the April school holidays, 
including high attendance at the Songbirds concert at Piallaway Hall, which was part of the Arts 
North West “On Tour” series. Gunnedah achieved the highest attendance of all venues – especially 
impressive on a per capita basis. 
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April: Youth Band Night 
Delivered as a student-led event under the guidance of Sewa Emojong. Strong participation and 
creative expression by local youth, building on a 2023 initiative. Supported by teachers and 
administration staff in supervision capacity. 

April: Violin Commencement Workshop 
Introduction of a new violin program, with a blended delivery model (face-to-face and online) 
launched on 28 April. 

May: Hot Potato Band Returns for Residency 

May saw The Hot Potato Band return for an extended residency including visits to Curlewis PS, 
Gunnedah South PS, Boggabri PS, Gunnedah High School, Gunnedah Community Preschool and St 
Mary’s College. 

Response was excellent and a recond number of 200+ people, of all ages, attended the concert at 
the Band Hall. A highlight was when St Mary’s College students joined the band on stage. 
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June: Nicky Parrot and her Northern Rivers Band 
 

 
Rating: Outstanding 
Audience Feedback: 
Wonderful entertainment 
Love Jazz 
They were outstanding entertaining….and fine musicians... they were awesome groovy. Great 
 
 
Rating: Excellent 
Audience Feedback: 
Good singer, great band. 
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Thank You to our amazing team 
Our Administration Team 
Renata Davidson 
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Jenny Furner 
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Our event casuals 
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Michael Salvatore 
Kellie Small 
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Natalie Walters 
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Andrew Martin 
Jenny MacAulay 
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