
What's Happening at the Con - Term 4

Welcome back to the Conservatorium for Term 4 which is already shaping up to be a busy term for
students and their families. I hope you will take the time to read this newsletter which includes student
and staff achievements, upcoming events and dates for the diary. There is so much on and no doubt
Christmas carols will be drifting through the building before too long.
In September the Gunnedah Conservatorium held its Annual General Meeting. I would like to take this
opportunity to introduce our new chair, Ben Hennessy. I would also like to thank outgoing chair David
Walker for his contribution to Gunnedah Conservatorium. Our board members are Lyn Pengilly (Vice
Chair), Julie Glover (Treasurer), Mary Richard (Secretary), Megan Martin, Kristie Farquhar and Marg
Kersley.
Some of you might have noticed that I popped away for a little holiday at the end of Term 3. The fact
that most of you probably didn’t notice is with thanks to all Gunnedah Conservatorium staff who ensured
that everything kept humming along as usual and my absence was hardly noticed. I was very sorry to
miss the end of term studio concerts and I was pleased to hear lots of positive comments.

All the best for the coming term,
Rebecca Ryan Director

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
Kinky Boots opens on Friday Night with Gunnedah’s Stephen Hopwood

Congratulations Gunnedah Conservatorium student Stephen Hopwood – We can’t wait to see
you strut your stuff in the Tamworth Musical Society’s (TMS) production of Kinky Boots.
Anyone who has been to a TMS production knows the high standard of its productions at the Capitol
Theatre Tamworth.



“It is so fantastic for young performers to have the opportunity to perform in a fully produced stage
production,” said Director Rebecca Ryan.
“It takes what they learn in their weekly lessons and puts it into practice on the local stage. I really hope
Gunnedah gets behind Stephen and heads over to see him in this musical.
“TMS is definitely a training ground for artists who want to make a career on the stage.
“Performing in any musical takes great dedication and commitment, add in twice weekly trips to
rehearsals in Tamworth and the commitment for a 10-year-old and his family is truly massive.
For more information and to purchase tickets please use the link here

Julian Heath selected for National Choral School

As school returned for Term 4, there was great news for Gunnedah Conservatorium student Julian
Heath who has been offered a place in Junior Gondwana at the National Choral School in Sydney.
Julian learns piano and clarinet at the Conservatorium and sings in his school choir at Gunnedah South
Public School conducted by Jamie Brown.
Julian first came to the Conservatorium for Early Childhood Music as a toddler. He moved through the
Early Childhood Music program and Poco a Poco and was involved in the ukulele group before he
started individual lessons.
His music lessons at the Conservatorium are supported by the school music programs at Gunnedah
South Public School where he is a member of the choir and school band.

The music programs at Gunnedah South give Julian an opportunity to build his skills in ensemble music
making and expand the knowledge he gains through individual study.
Julian will be joined by his sister, and former Conservatorium student Olivia Heath who is now at high
school in Sydney.
Junior Gondwana is a choir for young people aged 10-13 who love to sing and show strong musical
potential.
Junior Gondwana will be performing in the Explorations Concert #1 on Friday 17 January, as well as in
the Opening Gala on Thursday 16 the Closing Gala on Sunday January 19.

There will be six choirs at the National Choral School in 2020. These are Gondwana Voices, Gondwana
Novus, Gondwana Chorale, Junior Gondwana and the Gondwana World Symposium Choir. In addition
there will be a Composer School and Conducting Academy in residence. 
The National Choral School runs from 7 to 20 January 2020 at the The Kensington Colleges, University
of New South Wales. Keep an eye out for Julian over coming months as he is planning some
fundraising events to assist with the costs of the choral school.

https://www.gunnedahconservatorium.com.au/linkviews/index?link=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FwaXRvbHRoZWF0cmV0YW13b3J0aC5jb20uYXUvZXZlbnRzLzEwMjkvS2lua3lfQm9vdHMv&newsletter_mail_id=77


AMEB Results 

Congratulations to our students who completed their AMEB exams recently, there was a very high
standard of results. The following students are to be congratulated for their focussed study and
preparation for the exams which resulted in great results: Charlotte Bedggood, Bridget Dridan, Chloe
Elsley, Alexandra Haire, Isobel Haire, Kaitlyn MacAulay, Madison McDonald, Clayla McInerney, Hayley
Munro, Bree O'Neill, Georgia Rose, Mikayla Smith and Grace Tulloch. Special mention to Corinne Wise
(A Honours), Adam Farquhar (A Honours), Lucy Furner (A+ High Distinction), Julian Heath (A+ High
Distinction) and Clancy Heath (A Honours) who all recieved pass with honours or higher.  

Julia Rennick nominee for Telstra ARIA Music Teacher of the Year Award



It has been a little bit of a whirlwind since news of Julia Rennick’s nomination for the Telstra ARIA Music
Teacher of the Year Award was announced on 10 October 2019.

Many thanks to the community members and Conservatorium families who joined us to watch the
announcement on the big screen at The Civic and who have continued to share information about
supporting Julia through the voting process. We hope you are not sick of our posts!
You can vote for Julia every day until 20 November here and you can help share the message by
sharing the Conservatorium’s social media posts with your own networks.

The Telstra ARIA Music Teacher of the Year Award was established to acknowledge the fact that
behind most artists who make it to the ARIA stage is a dedicated music teacher or mentor.   This is a
chance to celebrate the exceptional influence music teachers have on our kids, setting them up for a
bright future.
Tune into the Nine Network on 27 Nov 2019, to see if Julia takes home an ARIA.

Scholarhships

Scholarships are now open for 2020 via the online link here
You should read the Terms and Conditions before commencing your application.
In 2020 Gunnedah Conservatorium will offer:
Up to Eight (8) Scholarships for Excellence these are for students who can be described as achieving
excellence for their age and level of study.

Up to Two (2) Encouragement Scholarships for students who work consistently hard and that are
dedicated to their studies

Application Forms: Applications Forms are available online from today, Wednesday 23 October.
Application Forms must be completed by COB Wednesday 6 November 2019

https://www.gunnedahconservatorium.com.au/linkviews/index?link=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ3VubmVkYWhjb25zZXJ2YXRvcml1bS5jb20uYXUvdXBsb2FkZWRfZmlsZXMvbWVkaWEvMjAyMF9zY2hvbGFyc2hpcF90ZXJtc19hbmRfY29uZGl0aW9ucy5wZGY,&newsletter_mail_id=77
https://www.gunnedahconservatorium.com.au/linkviews/index?link=aHR0cHM6Ly9ndW5uZWRhaGNvbi53dWZvby5jb20vZm9ybXMvcWs0NzJyYzFxdWpmeXkv&newsletter_mail_id=77
https://www.gunnedahconservatorium.com.au/linkviews/index?link=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXJpYW11c2ljdGVhY2hlcmF3YXJkLmNvbS5hdS92b3RlJTIw&newsletter_mail_id=77


Teacher’s Recommendation: Teachers will be asked for feedback on student applications so you
should discuss your application with your teacher.

Information Session: There will be an information session on how to prepare for a scholarship audition
and expectation of scholarship students on Thursday 31st Oct 6:30pm at the Conservatorium. Students
and their parents should make every effort to attend this session.

Audition – Saturday 30 November: Based on application and teacher’s recommendation, students will
be selected for audition. Note: Students will be asked to audition based on their application, ie not
all students will automatically be selected. Students will be notified if selected for audition by
Friday 8 November 2019.

Announcement: The scholarships will be announced following the auditions. Families will be contacted
by phone that day.
 

Events coming soon!
Final peformances for the Narcissist

The final peformances for the Narcissist are coming up this week- there are still some limited seats
avilable so head to our trybooking link to get your tickets. We have had fanstaic feedback so far and
look forward to seeing you there! 

Belt out the Big Dry - Curlewis- Friday 25 October 

https://www.gunnedahconservatorium.com.au/linkviews/index?link=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJ5Ym9va2luZy5jb20vQkZHR0I,&newsletter_mail_id=77


Belt Out The Big Dry - a good old-fashioned singalong in the pub with your mates!
Following the success of our first ever event held in Gunnedah, we're taking things out of town..! 
Hosted by Marg Amos and Jamie Brown, the night will see everyone belting out a stack of well-known
classic tunes over a chat, a beer and a sing. It's all about getting together with family and friends, and
having a few hours of time out from the drought.
FREE entry - places are limited so arrive early!
Pre-register online for your complimentary drink on arrival*
Venue - Commercial Hotel, 1 Goran St, Curlewis
8:00pm-9:00pm singing
No experience or musical talent necessary! Whilst the night isn't 'geared' towards children, all ages are
welcome.
We look forward to belting out the Big Dry with you!
*receive 1 token per ticket for a free soft drink, beer or house wine, courtesy of the Commercial Hotel.
Pub meals available from 6pm-8:30pm.
Register here 

Crossing Continents Community Concert at Alkira 

Join the residents of Alkira for a globetrotting “happy hour” of music! Flamenco fire by Australia's leading
exponent on guitar Bandaluzia Flamenco (DAMIAN WRIGHT), world winds by MARYANNE PIPER
(clarinets, percussion, whistles), multicultural mystique from DANIEL PLINER (Piano) & DANIEL
WELTLINGER from Berlin on Violin bringing his own international flavours to the mix. 
South America to Spain, Argentina to Armenia, Iceland to Turkey and beyond - come along for what is
sure to be an enjoyable evening of travelling musical tales! 
Friday October 25, 2.30pm-3.30pm at Alkira Hostel. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/belt-out-the-big-dry-curlewis-tickets-74265210243?aff=efbeventtix&fbclid=IwAR0X-zj6MCX_dzLPPXp-qzeI98WV0DbmD_4qvS4X0LhwAwvT6SkPC-ojiM8
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Purchase tickets at trybooking or pop into the Conservatorium.
 
November Movie Fundraiser - Watch this space
We have booked the movie Judy for a movie fundrasier at The Civic. This movie is getting great reviews
and there is Oscar buzz for chameleon actress Renee Zellweger. Please keep an eye out  

Save the date: 
Gunnedah Conservatorium Showcase 21st November 6pm @ The Civic 

https://www.trybooking.com/BGHED
http://www.sponsor-ed.com.au/
https://www.gunnedahconservatorium.com.au/

